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WOODLANDS

Ephemeral wildflowers blooming in
the woodlands are a welcome sign of
spring and warmer weather to come.
Plants include hepatica, bloodroot,
Dutchman’s breeches, wild ginger,
woodland phlox, wild geranium,
jack-in-the-pulpit, columbine, May
apple, and many others. These plants
complete their reproductive life

cycle early, taking advantage of the
extra light before the trees leaf out
completely. Find them blooming on
warmer south-facing slopes first and
cooler north-facing slopes later in

spring. Dutchman’s Breeches

The spring wildflowers grow with
sedges, grass-like plants with
triangular stems. They are followed
by ferns and later-flowering plants
such as lion’s foot (or white lettuce),
blue cohosh, red baneberry, pointed
tick trefoil, woodland brome,
American bellflower, bottle brush Wild Geranium
grass, sweet Joe Pye weed, silky
wild rye, elm-leaved goldenrod, and
short’s aster.

Typical major canopy trees of

our woodlands include red oak,
hackberry, American basswood, black
cherry, white oak, bitternut hickory,
big tooth aspen, quaking aspen,
white ash, green ash, and walnut.
Understory trees and shrubs include
ironwood, musclewood, American
bladdernut, red bud, prickly ash, grey
dogwood, gooseberry, and choke
cherry.
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WOODLAND EDGES
& OAK WOODS

Plant communities change as they
receive more sunlight, such as
woodland edges or in oak woodlands.
Many herbaceous species found
along woodland edges can also be
found in oak woods, which often
have a less dense canopy. Both
situations allow more sunlight to
reach the ground.

Plants common along woodland
edges will overlap with those found
in the woods: wild geranium, May
apple, sedges, American bellflower,
bottle brush grass, sweet Joe Pye
weed, woodland sunflower, and
elm-leaved goldenrod. There

are many plants that prefer the
additional light the edges offer:
Jacob’s ladder, false Solomon’s seal,
germander, yellow coneflower, wild
bergamot, fox glove beard tongue,
arrow-leaved aster, spiderwort,
Canada wild rye, purple milkweed,
brown-eyed Susan. Interesting
vines also occur in this habitat:
virgin’s bower, bittersweet, and wild
cucumber.

The major canopy species of open
oak woods include shagbark hickory,
white oak, and red oak, though other
previously listed species also occur.
Woody, lower canopy species in this
environment include grey dogwood,
sumac, hazelnut, American plum,
gooseberry, and raspberry. Open oak
woods are becoming scarcer as the
understory is dominated by
shade-loving tree species, which do
not allow for oak recruitment.
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PRAIRIES/OPEN AREAS

Another plant community shift occurs
in nearly full sun situations: open
savannas, prairies, and former
pastures. Plant community

changes are a continuum across

a range of light exposure and soil
moisture.

Overlapping species of woodland
edges and open oak savanna/prairie
include spiderwort, fox glove beard
tongue, false sunflower, wild
bergamot, yellow coneflower, spotted
St. John’s wort, and grey dogwood.
Bur oak is the primary tree of open
oak savannas, but shagbark hickory
trees are not uncommon.

Most open areas in The Territory are
former pastures that retained limited
native plants and are experiencing
eastern red cedar succession.

Few degraded prairie remnants
remain; reconstruction projects are
ongoing since 2000. Prairies are
dominated by grasses, but have a
diverse mix of forbs (wildflowers) —
remnants can contain 200 or more
plant species!

Prairie grasses include little bluestem,
side oats grama grass, big bluestem,
and Indian grass. Forbs include
shooting star, white wild indigo, pale
purple coneflower, butterflyweed,
compass plant, rosinweed, hoary
vervain, whorled milkweed, purple
prairie clover, false boneset, cream
gentian, New England aster, stiff
goldenrod, rough blazing star. Shrubs
include lead plant, New Jersey tea,
and hazelnut.
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PRESCRIBED FIRE IN
THE TERRITORY

The Midwest is a tension zone
between the wetter, eastern
deciduous forest and the drier, Great
Plains grasslands, resulting in high
species diversity. The main factor
allowing for diversity retention is
disturbance — from herds of grazing

bison and elk to landscape-scale fires.

Large scale fire ended here in

the mid-1800s with European
settlement. Grazing disturbance
continued by domestic animals
instead of bison. Disturbance was
reduced further as the county
developed and fire-dependent plant
communities started changing:
woods became denser and prairies
became scrubbier.

To assist woodland and prairie
restoration efforts, prescribed fire is
being reintroduced to the landscape.
Burns occur from October through
early May, depending on weather
conditions.

BLUEBIRD HABITAT

Eastern bluebirds, nearly eliminated
through overuse of pesticides

and habitat loss, are making a
comeback thanks to bluebird
recovery programs. The local
program is tracked by the Jo Daviess
Conservation Foundation. Bluebird
houses are common throughout
The Territory; volunteer monitors
remove unwanted nests (wrens and
sparrows) and record nesting activity
of bluebirds and tree swallows.
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WILDLIFE HABITAT
In 2010 The Territory was
designated a Certified Wildlife
Community Habitat by the
National Wildlife Federation,
the first in lllinois, lowa, or
Wisconsin. The Territory and
its members provide the basic
tenets for wildlife to thrive:
food, water, cover, and places
to raise young.

In addition to woodlands and
prairies, natural habitats also
include Lake Galena, springs,
and streams, all of which
support myriad fauna: insects,
birds, mammals, reptiles,
amphibians, and fish.
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